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“Dianiana” –
Reflections from Rev. Diane Miller
A Teaching Congregation

“WE ARE A WELCOMING, INCLUSIVE
COMMUNITY, STRIVING TO MAKE THE
WORLD A BETTER PLACE, NOW AND
FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS. WE ARE
DEDICATED TO SERVICE, EDUCATION
AND SOCIAL ACTION. WE CARE FOR
EACH OTHER AND FOSTER PERSONAL
AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH."

Upcoming Worship Services
Sundays at 10 o’clock
The Nursery opens at 9:00 am
Choir Rehearsal at 9:15 am
SUNDAYS and SPECIAL SERVICES in April

This congregation has long been a “Teaching
Congregation”, training Student Ministers. The
congregation also had a Music Intern, Alison Reid (now
Alison Plante), in 2002-2003. At several times in our
history, ministerial students have actually been the Minister
of the church. A few months ago the Rev. Olav Nieuwejaar
attended a Memorial Service at the church. He had served
here as minister in the course of his training at Tufts, and
recalled living briefly in the parsonage when it was newly
constructed. Another student who served as minister for a
few years was the late Brandoch (Brandy) Lovely, who
based part of his book, A Machiavellian View of the
Ministry, on his experience here! The Rev. Woody
Widrick, now minister emeritus, and I have been
supervisors and mentors of many students, working with
the theological schools to provide opportunities for
seminarians to learn as well as to serve, while you the
congregation have been their teachers..

April 7 Dr. John Sterman, “A Banquet of Consequences:
Catalyzing Action on Climate Change.” The
Environmental Action Committee welcomes Professor
Sterman as our Guest Speaker. On this First Sunday the
children begin in Union Hall. Sally Hayen and Campbell
MacDonald will speak about “Warmth and Diversity” for
our annual Pledge Drive. Janice Saul will provide special
music.
April 14 Rev. Diane Miller “Half the Sky. ” A Sermon on
the global situation of women. Special music by Susie
Jackson and Margaret Darling.
April 21 Rev. Diane Miller “Fasting and Spirit – Body
and Soul” A sermon on the ancient practice of fasting, and
what it can mean today.

I hope we will have a Student Minister working with us
this fall. We expect to restore the stipend to our budget. In
the meantime, here are updates from our most recent
students.

April 28 Intergenerational service. Unitarian Universalist
Pageant – Part II. The John Murray Story. Led by Alison
Saylor. More information on page 2.

Linda Simmons was Student Minister 2009-2010 and is
working part time with us this church year. Linda has been
invited to be the Candidate for the Ministry of the
Unitarian Universalist Meetinghouse of Nantucket, and
will spend ten days with that congregation this spring.
Linda will be ordained on Saturday, May 4th at First
Church in Boston, 66 Marlborough Street at 2:30 PM. All
are invited. Watch for carpool signups closer to the date.

_______________________________________
_______________________________________________
this summer. In the meantime, I am enjoying time at home
with Annie (to whom I am now engaged!) and our pet
rabbit, Rockit. I hope all is well in Carlisle and I send
many well wishes for a happy spring.
Sincerely, The Rev. Bucky Rogers”

Jonathan “Bucky” Rogers, Student Minister 2010-2012
writes:
“Greetings from sunny Atlanta! I am currently working for
Southeastrans, a medicaid transportation company,
bringing people to and from the hospital. I am also part of
the UU Ministers of Atlanta Cluster, facilitating adult OWL
at UU Church of Atlanta, and have preaching dates lined
up at multiple local congregations for later this year. I
plan to attend a church-plant training this summer and
begin the launch process for a new congregation in earnest

Laura Fell Scholten, who grew up here at the First
Religious Society, writes:
"I am excited to be starting as ministerial intern at First
Parish in Bedford, MA next September. First Parish in
Bedford is home to Senior Minister Rev. John Gibbons and
the Rev. Megan Lynes."

Congratulations to Linda, Bucky and Laura!
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Message from the Director of Religious Education
In 2004, when Tim Jensen was our minister, we presented
the UU Pageant I and II on the same Sunday. This year we
chose to separate them into two services; both
multigenerational, but the first one presented on March 17
geared more for older youth and adults, and the second one
coming up on April 28 to involve and engage all ages.
These Pageants are an integral part of our RE theme for
this year of Unitarian Universalism. We look for ways to
present our UU history in a way that is both fun and
memorable. Clara Barton a Universalist hero and founder
of the American Red Cross, (Ann Quenin in a drop dead
gorgeous costume provided by the talented Kathy Booth)
on a recent Sunday talked to the children of her role during
the Civil war and beyond to bring medical supplies and aid
to both soldiers and victims of natural disasters. Henry
Thoreau (Joe Jancek) and Ralph Waldo Emerson (Tom
Rourk) will also visit our church children this spring to talk
of what they did in their lives long ago to make them UU
heroes.
We try to balance the need for “Sunday School classes”
along with the request of many parents to provide hand-on
opportunities for children to participate in real community
service projects. Plans for April include a field trip to a
Carlisle organic farm, preparing for and performing the
story of UU Hero John Murray, and a field trip to the
Heifer Project Overlook Farm in Rutland, MA. All money
collected from the Easter egg hunt will go to the Heifer
project, so this family friendly field trip becomes a learning
experience on many levels and for all ages.
The RE Committee and I are committed to providing a rich
and engaging program each Sunday, even though the
numbers in our RE classes are currently very small. We
must seek out ways to encourage new families to join us,
perhaps by expanding our offerings to other days of the
week? If you have any thoughts on say a series of
Wednesday evening potluck suppers with an open mic for
children and drumming or singing lessons, please talk to
me about it!
Namaste,
Alison Saylor, Director of Religious Education
Alison Saylor can be reached by phone at 978-369-5180 or
by e-mail at DRE@uucarlisle.org
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Pledge Drive Update:
As of March 22, we were over half-way to our
goal. We invite all members to share in the
warmth of giving and pledge before April 7.
Pledge materials can be found on Union Hall
and are also on our website at uucarlisle.org,
under Stewardship and Giving.
Announcement of Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting of the First Religious
Society will be held on Sunday, May 19, 2013,
at 11:00AM in Union Hall. All are welcome to
attend although only members in good standing
may vote. This meeting is called by the Parish
Committee: John Lyons, Paul Morrison,
Muggsie Rocco, Christine Lear, Eric Darling,
Stew Roberts and Mary Hult.
Committee Chairs: Please begin thinking about
your written annual report.
Office Hours
Church Office Hours:
Monday- 8:30 to 9:30am
10:30am to 12:30pm
Tuesday - 8:30am to 12:30pm
Closed Wednesday
Thursday 8am to 12:00pm
1pm to 4pm
Friday
8am to 12:00pm
1pm to 4pm
In an emergency, call the church administrator,
Ann Quenin on her cell phone: 781-820-2783.
Minister’s Office Hours
The minister, Rev. Diane Miller, is generally in
the minister’s study on Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday. Monday is her day off and
Fridays are usually sermon preparation. If you
want to be sure to find her, call or email ahead.
617-851-8222. minister@uucarlisle.org

FRS Programs and Announcements
World Religion class: Linda Simmons will be teaching an adult class focusing on Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam,
Judaism and Christianity. There will be 5 classes held on Thursdays beginning on March 28th and ending April
25th. If you have questions or would like to sign up, please email Linda at lsimmons@mail.harvard.edu. You can
also register on the signup sheet during Coffee Hour between now and the next few Sundays.
April 7 service celebrates Earth Day 2013. The Environmental Action Committee is honoring the 43rd
anniversary of Earth Day (April 22, 1970) by leading a lay service on April 7 with MIT Prof. John Sterman
speaking on climate change. Dr. Sterman holds an AB in engineering and environmental systems from Dartmouth
College and a PhD in system dynamics from MIT. His expertise includes climate policy, the environment,
environmental leadership, sustainability and system dynamics. Following services, Prof. Sterman will join us in
Union Hall for coffee followed by a spirited Q&A on the realities of global warming.
Field trip to Clark Farm: On Sunday April 7 noon to 2pm there is an Open House at the Clark Farm. Would
you like to join a group of us from the RE Program who will eat lunch, possibly purchased from Ferns Country
Store, then walk to the Clark Farm to see their lambs and learn about organic farming? Please contact Alison
Saylor dre@uucarlisle.org for more information, or just put it on your calendar and come!
On Sunday, April 7 at coffee hour Mike Hanauer will have a table in Union Hall with information on the impact
of our culture of eternal growth on our environment. During summer service discussions of last year, many of you
became aware of how everlasting growth is overwhelming our attempts at conservation, sustainability, and saving
so many aspects of our environment. As a result, many of you signed onto the CASSE (Center for the
Advancement of the Steady State Economy) position on economic growth. Please do stop by the table for
information and do consider signing on there if you have not already done so.
Field trip to Overlook Farm on Sunday April 21 This Heifer Project farm is open to visitors from noon to 5pm
that day, so the plan is to talk about the field trip during RE class time, then head out in carpools after Coffee
Hour to picnic at the farm and take a self-guided tour. If we can get enough people to come, we can arrange for a
special tour from their residential volunteers. Although this trip is sponsored by the RE Program, anyone is
welcome to join us. Money raised during the Easter egg hunt will be donated to the Heifer project. This field trip
is designed to help us all understand the way paying for bees, chickens or farm animals can help struggling
families in third world countries. Contact Alison Saylor dre@uucarlisle.org for more information or go to
www.heifer.org/visit/overlook-farm
Coming of Age and Senior Youth Group Ropes Course Saturday April 27, 1pm – 4pm at YMCA Camp
Harrington in West Boylston. This is a repeat of the successful field trip organized last year by our then student
minster Bucky Rogers. We leave FRS at noon and return about 5pm. High schoolers are welcome to join the
group of five or six already signed up to attend. This is an FRS sponsored trip offered at no cost to the students.
Please contact Pam Fox pam_woodhull@hotmail.com for further information.
UU Pageant II The story of John Murray Sunday April 28 during the Sunday Service. All children
kindergarten and above are invited to attend this special multigenerational service where the story of the famous
Universalist John Murray is brought to life with story, song and drama. This Pageant will require both prep work
and a rehearsal, but we bend over backwards to make it fun and low key casual. It will be script-in-hand with lots
of congregational participation. Please contact Alison Saylor dre@uucarlisle.org to take part in this dramatized
UU history lesson.
Save the date! Ordination of Linda Simmons by First Church Boston and First Religious Society Carlisle on
Saturday, May 4th at 2:30 pm at First Church Boston, 66 Marlborough St. Sign up at coffee hour to carpool.
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Transgender Film Series continuing at FRS: Our successful series last Fall provided all who attended an
opportunity for reflection and questions. We began the new series on January 27, and continued it on March 10.
The final film will be shown on Sunday, April 28 from 4-6pm. The goal is to apply our quest for knowledge
toward deeper understanding of an evolving area of human identity. The films selected have been previewed and
chosen for their quality. We are not announcing the titles due to licensing requirements, so call Rev. Diane Miller
if you would like specifics. 617-851-8222.
Save the date! The annual concert to benefit the SPARK (Supporting Parents and Resilient Kids) program at the
Boston Medical Center will take place at 7:30 pm on Thursday evening, May 30 in the sanctuary of FRS.
Musicians from FRS and First Church, Belmont will present an eclectic program representing the work of
composers over several centuries. There is no admission charge but contributions will be gratefully accepted at
the reception that follows in Union Hall. All are welcome.
Carlisle Resilience: Carlisle Resilience is a weekly gathering of people who are looking for employment,
changing careers, and starting new ventures. The group constitutes a talent pool of diverse skills, so if you are
looking for talent and skills, or have an inside track on job openings, this is where you might find the right person
for the job. If you have expertise you can offer to a group of job seekers, we appreciate having guest presenters.
Tuesday mornings at 10 AM the group gathers at FRS. It is a changing group of people from FRS and the larger
community. There is a brief check-in from everyone present, and then we delve into an aspect of search in greater
depth. Looking for work is complicated. Getting no responses or rejections can be deeply discouraging. Being out
of work can begin a cascade of problems. We are here to offer support and encouragement and real connections.
Facilitators are Rev. Diane Miller, John Redding and Michael Dundorf. There is hot coffee, and no charge for the
meetings. Contact John (JohnEhRedding@gmail.com) or Diane (minister@uucarlisle.org) to find out more, or
just drop in.
Reminder: If you plan a meeting or an event at FRS, please reserve the space with Ann via email or telephone
well in advance. She will then put it on the office calendar and on the website and will cite it in the weekly
enewsletter and the monthly newsletter. Please put “room reservation” on the subject line if you are sending the
request by email.

_____________________________
Denominational News
Author and memoirist Anne Lamott will visit First Parish in Bedford, at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, April
8. Lamott will read from Help Thanks Wow: The Three Essential Prayers, her newest book about the simplicity
and power of prayer, followed by a book signing. The program is open to all and free, though contributions will
gratefully be received. A portion of all proceeds will benefit the human rights work of the Unitarian Universalist
Service Committee.
"Freely Gathered" The joint Clara Barton / Mass Bay District Meeting will be held April 27, 2013, from
1:00 - 5:00 pm at the United Congregational Church in Worcester. Join hundreds of UUs for celebratory
worship, vigorous conversation, and rampant optimism about the future of our faith. Register through April 22,
or until the roster is full. For more information about this free event, click here
Summer Social Justice Opportunities for Youth: The Unitarian Universalist College of Social Justice (visit
www.uucsj.org) offers three opportunities for high school youth. Applications are due by April 15th. The Civil
Rights Pilgrimage (July 6-13), Boston Youth Justice Training (June 30—July 21), and New Orleans Youth Justice
Training (August 3—10) provide opportunities to get involved in justice work grounded in Unitarian Universalist
values and practices.
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Civil Rights Pilgrimage: The Unitarian Universalist Living Legacy Pilgrimage to sites of the Civil Rights
struggle happens next September 21—28, 2013. Registration has opened. Rev. Diane Miller went on an earlier
version of this trip and recommends the journey and the excellent leaders who guide the trip. For details
see http://www.uulivinglegacy.org/

__________________________
With Gratitude
So many thanks to the Social Action Committee and FRS for this tremendous donation of $1,200, which will help
the Sharing Foundation care for many children. Sally Stokes, President of the Sharing Foundation.
Thank you for your generous donation of $1,200 to the Open Pantry of Lowell. We serve an average of 1500
people a month and more than a third are children. Melissa Cariño, Executive Director

_____________________________
Community Events
Cambridge Society for Early Music (CSEM) returns to FRS on Thursday, April 11 at 7:30 pm, with a
program entitled “Baroque Treasures of Venice, performed by the ensemble “Gut Reaction,” with our own Sarah
Darling on violin and viola. For more information go to www.csem.org or call 617-489-2062.

________________________________
Pastoral Concerns
We serve as a means of outreach to people in our church who need our special support and friendship. We will
arrange rides, visits, childcare, meals or anything else that lends a helping hand during short or long-term crises.
If you are in need of this support, or know of someone who needs this support, the Pastoral Concerns contact for
February is Sally Hayen, 978-369-7591.

______________________________________________

We Are a Welcoming Congregation
The First Religious Society in Carlisle is an inclusive community bound together in the Unitarian Universalist
tradition of friendship, free inquiry and service to humanity. We recognize our commonality as spiritual seekers,
and welcome and celebrate the participation of all people, without regard to age, race, religious heritage,
political opinion, gender identity, sexual or affectional orientation, socio-economic status, disability or
ethnicity. We are committed to continual learning and growth toward affirmation of the enriching diversity of
humankind, and to working to create a more just, sustainable and loving world.

______________________________________________

Communications
•
•
•

•

Neighbours & Fellow Cretures is a monthly publication. To submit items send to:
Ann Quenin, P.O. Box 817, Carlisle, MA 01741, 978-369-5180, frs@uucarlisle.org
The next newsletter deadline is April 25, 2013.
The monthly mailed newsletter will be discontinued at the end of this church year. If you need to
have the news printed and mailed, please contact us at frs@uucarlisle.org or write to us at FRS, 27
School Street, P.O. Box 817, Carlisle, MA 01741.
To receive the weekly enewsletter, “Meetinghouse Message” send a note to frs@uucarlisle.org
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Parish Committee
Parish Committee chair: John Lyons 978-369-1216, email: johnalyons@comcast.net
Members:
Paul Morrison, Muggsie Rocco, John Lyons, Christine Lear, Eric Darling,
Mary Hult, Stew Roberts

Church Treasurers
Mary Hult 978-369-0448, email: mphult@comcast.net
John James 978-369-1296, email: jjames3@mac.com

Staff
Minister:
Minister of Music:
Director of Religious Education:
Administrator:
Coming of Age Advisor:

Rev. Diane Miller, cell: 617-851-8222, email: minister@uucarlisle.org
Marguerite Shaw, 978-369-5180, email: music@uucarlisle.org
Alison Saylor, 978-369-5180, email: dre@uucarlisle.org
Ann Quenin, 978-369-5180, email: frs@uucarlisle.org
Linda Simmons 603-498-9520 las897@mail.harvard.edu

Standing Committee Chairs
Activities Committee:
Buildings & Grounds
Coffee Committee
Environmental Action Committee:

Finance Committee:
Music and Worship Committee:
Membership Committee:
Nominating Committee:
Pastoral Concerns:
Religious Education Committee:
Social Action Committee

Janice Kissinger 978-369-8968,
Ann James 978-369-1296, email: ajames3@comcast.net
Susan Emmons 978-369-7921, email: susansemmons@comcast.net
Pam Fox 978-371-9042, email: pam_woodhull@hotmail.com
Dan Scholten 978-369-1209, email: dks@mitre.org
Ernie Huber 978-369-6678 email: e2huber@verizon.net
Lisa Sama 978-692-6592 email: lmsama@comcast.net
Joe Sheedy 978-256-5068, email:jos.sheedy@verizon.net
Tom Rourk 978-369-5366 email: tfrpiano@comcast.net
Sue Kirk 978-371-0176, email: sukirk@aol.com
Nancy West email: nancyswest@gmail.com
Sally Hayen 978-369-7591
Jackie Schaefer, 978-256-6770, email: jackie.schaefer@comcast.net
Ellen Huber 978-369-6678, email e2huber@verizon.net
Max Barber 978-369-7943, email: damabar@comcast.net

For a complete calendar of meetings and activities here at
FRS please go to the church calendar on our website:
http://www.uucarlisle.org/calendar.html

All are welcome to attend Parish Committee meetings,
except in cases of executive sessions. FRS Committee
meetings are open to any interested party. To address a
committee on a specific issue please contact the
committee chair.
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Hospitality Committees
Greeter Committee: Eva Herndon, Nancy
West, Karen Dunkers, Tom Dunkers
Flower Committee: Pam Hall, Alison Saylor
Coffee Committee: Pam Fox

The First Religious Society – April 2013
Sunday

Monday
1
7:00pm
EAC
meeting

7
9:00 Nursery
9:15 choir prac.
10:00am
Worship
Service
11:00am Coffee
Hour
3-6:15pm Morris
dancers, UH

8

14
9:00 Nursery
9:15 choir prac
10:00am
Worship
Service
11:00am
Coffee hour

15

21
9:00 Nursery
9:15 choir prac.
10:00am
Worship
Service
11:00am
Coffee hour
1-3pm Coming of
Age Program

22

28
9:00 Nursery
10:00am
Spring
Pageant
11:00am
Coffee Hour
4-6pm
transgender
film series
3-6:15pm
Morris
dancers, UH

29

7:00pm
Building and
Grounds mtg

Tuesday
2
9:00am Staff
10:00am
Carlisle
Resilience UH
7:00pm Music
& Worship
Comm.

9
9:00am Staff
10:00am
Carlisle
Resilience UH

16
9:00am Staff
10:00am
Carlisle
Resilience UH
7:30pm Parish
Committee mtg

23
9:00am Staff
10:00am
Carlisle
Resilience UH
6:30-9pm
private piano
recital

Wednesday

Thursday

3

4

2:45-3:45pm
COA tap class
7pm dance
rehearsal/UH
7:30pm
choir
rehearsal

3:00-5:00pm
World Religions
class

10
2:45-3:45pm
COA tap class
7pm dance
rehearsal/UH
7:30pm choir
rehearsal

17
2:45-3:45pm
COA tap class
7pm dance
rehearsal/UH
7:30pm choir
rehearsal
7:30pm Board
of Health
lecture
24
2:45-3:45pm
COA tap UH
7pm dance
rehearsal/UH
7:30pm choir
rehearsal

30
9:00am Staff
10:00am
Carlisle
Resilience UH
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Friday

Saturday

5

7
7-9am Men’s
Group, UH
8:00am-noon
Red Balloon
playground
build.
2:00-4:00pm
Gleason
library event

11
1:00-3:00pm
World
Religions
class
7:30pm
Cambridge
Society for
Early Music
concert

12

13

18
11:30am
COA Lunch
1:00-3:00pm
World
Religions
class

19
11am-noon
Gleason
Library
event, Union
Hall
7pm
WomenSpirit
Potluck

20

26

27

7:00pm KISS
meeting,
offsite
25
11:30am
COA
luncheon UH
1:00-3:00pm
World
Religions
class

6:30pm: potluck
and Contra
dance/UH

7:00-9:00pm
Beekeepers,
UH
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NEIGHBOURS & FELLOW CRETURES
The First Religious Society in Carlisle, Unitarian Universalist
A Welcoming Congregation
OUR MISSION STATEMENT: "WE ARE A WELCOMING INCLUSIVE COMMUNITY, STRIVING
TO MAKE THE WORLD A BETTER PLACE, NOW AND FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS. WE ARE
DEDICATED TO SERVICE, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL ACTION. WE CARE FOR EACH OTHER
AND FOSTER PERSONAL AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH."
WE ARE LOCATED AT 27 SCHOOL STREET IN CARLISLE CENTER OPPOSITE THE
COMMON, JUST OFF ROUTE 225 AROUND THE CORNER FROM THE ONLY ROTARY IN
TOWN. A CLASSIC NEW ENGLAND MEETING HOUSE WITH THE TOWN CLOCK IN THE STEEPLE. COME AS YOU
ARE. “LOVE IS THE DOCTRINE OF THIS CHURCH, THE QUEST FOR TRUTH IS OUR SACRAMENT AND SERVICE IS
OUR PRAYER.”
NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE APRIL 25, 2013
SEND ANNOUNCEMENTS TO ANN QUENIN IN THE CHURCH OFFICE.
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